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Introduction 

 
The purpose of this handbook is two-fold. One, it was prepared to inform students about the high school 
curriculum offered at the International Community School. Two, it is also used in the registration process to 
help students plan a course of study for their high school career. Keep this handbook throughout a student’s 
attendance at ICS as a reference for graduation requirements, courses offered, policies and procedures. 

 
Registration Process 

 
Every year, the School Counselors help guide students through the registration process. This is a time for 
students to work on their 4-year course of study which helps determine which courses to register for the 
following and subsequent school years. T he  School  Counselor takes incoming 9

th
 grade  and  transfer  

students through  the  preregistration and registration processes, while also helping them understand the 
importance of planning your course of study for their entire high school career. 

 
The master schedule is built on student requests collected during preregistration every year in early 
February.  The courses selected online by students help administration plan for not only needed courses, 
room availability, teacher availability, but help project scheduling needs for future years. 

 
Scheule Change (Add/Drop) Policy 

 
Course selection should be made with careful consideration before the start of each academic semester. 
Students and parents should be familiar with requirements for graduation and the requirements for college 
entrance when planning the course of study.   

 

Occasionally, a change to a schedule is necessary and can be accomplished with the help of the student’s assigned 
School Counselor.   Adding and dropping classes is permitted during the first week of a semester without penalty.   

 

Please note the following conditions when wanting a schedule change: 

 One schedule change is permitted per student per semester.  Make sure the change provides the final 
result desired because a student can’t undo the changes.  
 

 Swapping class sections from one block to another is not permitted; schedule changes must involve 
adding or dropping a course. 
 

 In the event that a student drops a course after the first week of class: 
o A withdrawal code will appear on the transcript: WP if passing or WF if not passing the 

course 
 
 No new classes may replace a dropped academic class after the first week of the semester; 

students are placed in study hall.  Exception: a student who wants to move out of a Guided Studies 
into another class after the first week of the semester, in which case the student must obtain 
teacher approval of the class they want to add. 

 

 Students are encouraged to meet with their assigned School Counselor to make any change to their 
schedule.  Counselors will be able to let students know whether certain sections are eligible for 
enrollment (not full). 

 

Final approval to add or drop a class after the first week will be granted in unusual circumstances as listed:   

 The change is necessary to meet graduation requirements 
 A pre-requisite course is missing 
 Credit has already been granted for the course 
 Error when inputting schedule and/or awarding credit for class 
 Teacher/Administration initiated & approved, based on criteria 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Program Philosophy 

 
The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools and 
colleges and universities. It gives high school students exposure to college level material through involvement 
in an AP course, and then gives them an opportunity to show what they have learned by taking an AP Exam. 
Colleges and universities are then able to grant credit, placement, or both for these subjects. 

 
Students interested in enrolling in an AP course at ICS should consider the financial costs, the time commitment 
for activities such as extra study, after school study sessions, weekend labs, study retreats, as well as meeting 
the AP admission criteria as they make their choices. AP courses are yearlong courses (2 semesters) that 
prepare students to take the AP exam. In order to receive AP designation and AP grading scale (1.0 higher than 
the regular grading scale) the student must start and complete both semesters. All students enrolled in AP 
courses are required to take the AP exam in May and achieve a score of 2 or greater to get the AP designation.  
Please see below for conditions. 
 
Please note these added requirements and scenarios: 
 

 If a student does not achieve a score of 2 or greater (cannot score a 1) on their final exam, the 
transcript will display an Honors designation and the grading scale will be calculated on a 4.5 rather 
than 5.0 scale. 

 

 If a student drops the AP course at semester then the student’s grading scale will be changed to 
the Honors grading scale for the semester and the AP designation (course title) will be changed 
accordingly on the transcript.   

 
 If student has paid the AP exam fee and doesn’t take the exam then the student’s grading scale 

will be changed to the Honors grading scale for the semester and the AP designation (course title) 
will be changed accordingly on the transcript and the student will receive a partial refund to cover 
the cost of resending the unused test booklet to the CollegeBoard program. 

 

 If an ICS student wishes to take an AP exam, the student must be enrolled in the related AP course 
for the full year at ICS and the exam must be taken in the same year as the AP course.  Exception: a 
scheduling difficulty preventing student from taking an AP course for both semesters. 

 

 ICS students (only) can take an AP exam if the related AP course is not offered at ICS; students 
typically prepare for these exams through self-study.  Student must inform the AP Coordinator of 
their intent to take the exam by the exam payment due date and final approval must be given by 
the AP Coordinator.  Also, an added fee will be issued to cover required administrative and 
proctoring costs and total exam payment is due by the advertised AP exam payment date. 

 
Factors Considered for Enrolling into AP Courses 

 
Students interested in enrolling in an AP course need to talk with their School Counselor, AP Coordinator and 
AP teacher.  Consideration for enrollment in an AP course is based on evidence of preparation and willingness 
to accept the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum.  More specifically, students are counseled according 
to the following factors: 

 Meeting the prerequisites of the AP course 
 Academic performance in the prerequisite course 
 Teacher’s recommendation 
 Performance on the AP spring assessment 
 College and career aspirations 

 
The School Counselor and AP teachers provide academic counsel according to the above factors for students 
desiring to enroll in AP courses. The Principal, in consultation with the AP Coordinator, School Counselor and 
AP teacher and, when necessary, the parent, makes the recommendation regarding students’ acceptance into 
an AP course based on the factors listed above. The reason for these factors is to ensure that ICS is providing 
the best objective counsel for students regarding enrollment in AP courses. 
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Honors Courses 
 

ICS offers Honors courses to provide exceptional and highly motivated students the opportunity to enrich their 
educational experience.  Through participation in an Honors course, students will increase both the scope and 
the depth of their learning.  Honors students will thoroughly develop their capacity for critical thinking, analysis, 
and evaluation for the given course.  For instance, by tackling greater intellectual and academic challenges, 
students will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the subject matter and its usefulness in the 
world today. Honors students will receive an increase of half a point (.5) in their Grade Point Average (GPA) 
calculations for the Honors course. 
 

Online/Independent Study Courses 
 
Special circumstances may necessitate online, correspondence or independent study options.  The school 
counselor can provide these options. Requests must be submitted to the high school counselor for approval.  Up 
to 2.0 credits can be taken during a student’s high school career for the sole purpose of fitting more classes into 
their ICS schedule or jumping up a level in a certain course.   
 
The Independent Study option exists for students who need to work on a course outside of the standard A-H 
block schedule.  An Independent Study form must be completed by the student and signed by the teacher 
willing to work with and assess the student outside of the block time allotments.  The Independent Study 
designation will appear on the student’s transcript along with course credit and grade(s). 
 
Students may register to take online courses with ICS-approved online class providers such as Sevenstar 
Academy.  One of the following criteria need to apply for taking online classes:  

 ICS does not offer the course at ICS 

 Student needs to make up a class they had failed previously 

 Student would like to fast track to a higher level class 

 Student needs a class that cannot be scheduled in order to meet ICS graduation requirements, or 

 Scheduling conflict exists and taking a class online would allow student to take a desired class at ICS 
Online courses cannot be taken for the purpose of graduating early.  We require that all Bible classes be taken 
at ICS and that PE A and PE B be taken at ICS as well.   

 
Finally, students must receive a 70% or higher in their online class in order for it to count as credit at ICS and 
those who wish to jump ahead in a subject must also earn a score of 70% or better on a final exam given by the 
appropriate ICS teacher. Failure to pass the online class and the final exam with a 70% or better will result in the 
student taking the class at ICS to receive credit.   
 

Grading System 
 

All courses taken at ICS during grades 9-12
 
are factored into the computation of a student’s GPA.  Grades of 

AP or Honors courses will be factored into the GPA using the AP or Honors scale. For example, if a student 
makes a numerical grade of 85 (3.0 on the standard GPA scale) in an AP class, then the grade reflected on the 
report card will be 85. However, in the calculations of the GPA, the AP GPA scale will be used and the 85 will be 
counted as 4.0 instead of 3.0.  See the grading scale below.  Please note that grades earned through transfer 
credits will not be calculated into the cumulative GPA. 
 
In regard to the GPA Calculation 

ONLY course grades earned during a student's study at ICS will count toward the GPA calculation. Grades for 
courses taken outside of ICS (online, and/or course transferred from another school) will not be considered into 
the GPA calculation but will be reflected on the transcript. The GPA will be calculated using the secondary 
grading scale. All high school courses are associated with either a Standard, Honors or AP (Advanced Placement) 
grading scale. 
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In Regard to the Official Transcript  

Courses taken at ICS and outside of ICS that are approved for credit by the ICS administration will be reflected 
on the official transcript for determining credit toward graduation requirements.  Scores for the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) and the American College Test (ACT) will be the only standardized test scores listed on the 
transcript when requested. 

 
In Regard to the Valedictorian and Salutatorian Eligibility  
Students must have attended ICS from grades 10-12 grades (6 full semesters) in order to be considered for 
these prestigious awards. 

 
In Regard to the Honor Graduate Eligibility  
Students who earn a cumulative 3.50 GPA or higher on courses taken at ICS will be considered for Honor 
Graduate awards. 

 

 

Sports Participation Toward PE/Health Credit 
 

Students must take 1.0 credit of PE/Health toward their 1.5 total credit requirement before they can enroll into 
alternative PE classes, and both semesters of PE/Health A and PE/Health B are required for graduation. 

 

ICS high school students can also receive 0.25 credit per extra-curricular sport, per season toward meeting the 
1.5 PE/Health graduation credit. In order to receive this credit, the student must start and finish the sport 
season.  Students will only be allowed to receive a total of 0.50 credit (two sports seasons) toward the 
required 1.5 PE/Health credit for after school activities.  Official ICS sports (that participate or are registered 
in BISAC) only can be considered for sport’s participation and PE credit. 

 
 
Science Course Selection Stipulations 
 
Students will be invited to enroll in Biology as grade 9 students based on high grades (B or above) in both their 
8

th
 Introduction to Chemistry and Physics and Algebra I courses, in addition to teacher 

recommendation.  Students taking Biology in their 9
th

 grade are expected to take an additional two science 
courses (Chemistry and Physics) before they graduate. 
 
Ninth grade students will not be allowed to enroll in more than one science course.  Students with a grade of B 
or above in their science and mathematics courses during their grade 9 year, along with a teacher 
recommendation, will be permitted to take 2 science courses during their grade 10 year if desired.  

 

Numeric 

Average 
Letter 

Standard Point 

Scale 

Honors Point 

Scale 

AP Point 

Scale 

   98-100 A+ 4.0 4.5 5.0 

   94-97 A 4.0 4.5 5.0 

   92-93 A- 3.7 4.2 4.7 

   88-91 B+ 3.3 3.8 4.3 

   84-87 B 3.0 3.5 4.0 

   82-83 B- 2.7 3.2 3.7 

   78-81 C+ 2.3 2.8 3.3 

   74-77 C 2.0 2.5 3.0 

   72-73 C- 1.7 2.2 2.7 

   65-71 D 1.0 1.5 2.0 

   0-64 F 0.0 0.5 1.0 
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Teacher/Office Aide (TA) Stipulations 

 
Students desiring to apply for a TA (also known as OA) position must gain approval from their School Counselor.  
Grades 11 and 12 students are given priority when space is limited.  TA students work on a permanent 
(semester) and temporary (block) basis and are based on teacher/office staff need.  Student assignments will not 
be finalized until the second week of the semester.  Students enrolled in the TA course may be removed from the 
program and placed in a Guided Studies if there are complaints about the quality of their work.  In this situation, 
the student's transcript will not display any indication of the TA course or grade. 

 
 
Senior Course Load 

 
Seniors need to take a minimum of six academic courses during their senior year to ensure they remain 
competitive for college admission.  College admissions personnel look for a full load of classes during the senior 
year; it indicates that the student is not afraid of a challenge and will be ready for the following school year.  If 
a student takes an easy course load during their senior year, then college admissions personnel know that the 
student did not want to challenge themselves and may not be prepared academically for the following school 
year at college or university. 
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Preregistering Courses at ICS 
 

During February of each school year, grades 8-11 students are given access to register online for the next year’s 
ICS courses. The registration process is done via our school information management system – RenWeb.  
Please note: registering online does not guarantee the student will get all the courses they request.  

 

Administrators use the results of course preregistration to determine the number of class sections, teacher 
assignments and recruitment, room allocation, and textbook purchases needed for the next school year. 

 
 

 
 

 

Instructions for Online Course Registration 
 
Students should complete the appropriate grade-level Preregistration Form before attempting to register for 
courses online.  Contact the student’s School Counselor if there are questions or concerns.  
 
Students can register for courses online for the next school year:  

1. Go to www.renweb.com and login as a parent or student  
2. Once logged in, click on the Student Information tab located to the left of the screen 
3. Various tabs should appear (like Student Home, Grades, Homework, Report Card and Course Request) 
4. Click on Course Request  
5. If  you have more than one child then a page with names will appear; select as needed to open the 

online preregistration form specific for that child 
6. Follow instructions when registration form opens  

 
Students are encouraged to take the online registration time seriously and register early as the scheduling 
program prioritizes course requests based on date requested. 
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Graduation Requirements Checklist  
Need minimum of 26.5+ plus credits in each category 

 

English   4.0 

     ____ English Composition  1.0 
 ____ British Literature  1.0 
 ____ American Literature  1.0 
 ____ World Literature  1.0 
 ____ AP English Language & Comp  1.0 
 ____ AP English Literature & Comp 1.0 
 ____ Creative Writing A  0.5   * Elective 
 ____ Creative Writing B  0.5   * Elective 
 ____ ESL 1  1.0   * Elective 
    ____ ESL 2  1.0   * Elective 
     ____ ESL 3  1.0   * Elective 

Mathematics   3.0 
 ____ Algebra 1 1.0 
 ____ Geometry  1.0 
 ____ Honors Geometry  1.0 
 ____ Business Math  1.0 
     ____ Algebra 2  1.0 
 ____ Honors Algebra 2  1.0 
 ____ Pre Calculus  1.0 
 ____ Honors Pre Calculus 1.0 
 ____ AP Calculus AB  1.0 
 ____ AP Statistics  1.0 

Science   3.0 

 ____ Intro to Chem & Physics  1.0 
 ____ Biology  1.0 
 ____ AP Biology  1.0 
 ____ Chemistry  1.0 
     ____ AP Chemistry  1.0 
 ____ AP Environmental Science  1.0 
 ____ Conceptual Physics  1.0 
 ____ AP Physics 1  1.0 
 ____ AP Physics 2  1.0 
 ____ Anatomy and Physiology  1.0  
 ____ Astronomy and Geology  1.0  

Social Studies   4.0 
 ____ Sociology  0.5 
 ____ World Geography  1.0 
 ____ Modern Era History  1.0 
 ____ US History  1.0 
 ____ AP World History  1.0 
 ____ AP Psychology  1.0 
 ____ Government  0.5 
 ____ Economics  0.5 
 ____ AP Comparative Government  1.0 

Fine Arts   1.0 
 ____ HS Art 1  0.5 
 ____ Intermediate Art - Drawing  0.5 
 ____ Intermediate Art - 2D Design  0.5 
 ____ Intermediate Art - 3D Design  0.5 
 ____ AP Studio Art  1.0 
 ____ Marketing Design  1.0 

 ____ Theatre Arts  1.0 

 ____ Begin/Int/Adv Tech Theatre  1.0 

 ____ HS Choir  1.0 

 
 ____ HS Band  1.0 
 ____ HS Strings  1.0 

PE-Health   1.5 
 ____ PE-Health  A  0.5 
 ____ PE-Health  B  0.5 
 ____ Personal Fitness  0.5 
 ____ Advanced PE A  0.5 
 ____ Advanced PE B  0.5 
 ____ Lifeguarding  0.5 
 ____ Sports  0.25  *No More than 0.5 Total 

Computer Science   1.0 

 ____ Computer Applications  0.5 
 ____ Digital Media  0.5 
 ____ Fdn of Web Design & Program   0.5 
 ____ 3D Digital Animation   0.5 
 ____ Robotics Engineering  0.5  
 ____ AP Computer Science A  1.0 
 ____ AP Computer Science Principles   1.0 

Foreign Language   2.0 
 ____ Spanish 1 1.0 
 ____ Spanish 2  1.0 
 ____ Honors Spanish 3  1.0 
 ____ AP Spanish  1.0 
 ____ French 1  1.0 
 ____ French 2  1.0 
 ____ Honors French 3  1.0 
 ____ Mandarin 1 1.0 
 ____ Mandarin 2  1.0 
 ____ Honors Mandarin 3  1.0 
 ____ Honors Mandarin 4  1.0 
 ____ Thai for Int’l - Speaking 1.0 
 ____ Thai for Int’l - Writing 1.0 

Speech Communications   0.5 

 ____ Speech  0.5 
Religious Studies   2.0 

 ____ JCHL 1  0.5 
 ____ JCHL 2  0.5 
 ____ Intro Philosophy & Worldview  0.5 
 ____ World Religions   0.5 

Miscellaneous Electives    
 ____ Thai 1  1.0   * Required for Thai   
 ____ Thai 2  1.0   * Required for Thai 
 ____ Thai 3  1.0   * Required for Thai 
 ____ Thai 4  1.0   * Required for Thai 
 ____ Yearbook  1.0 
 ____ Introduction to Business  1.0 
 ____ Introduction to Marketing 1.0 
 ____ Marketing Design Studio  1.0 
 ____ Career Prep Online CP9&CP10 .25 each 
 ____ College Prep Onlin CP11&CP12 .25 each 
 ____ English Lab  0.5 
 ____ Math Lab  0.5   
 ____ Intensive Studies  0.5   
 ____ Teacher/Office Aide 0.5 
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4-Year Course of Study Planner 
 
Use the following guide to consider which courses a student would like to take during their time in high school.  
Parents and School Counselors should review course options with students to ensure course choices 
reflect career aspirations and a well-rounded education.   
 

CORE CREDITS 
 

ENGLISH   4.0 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English Composition 

 

Creative Writing A .5 *Elec 
Creative Writing B .5 *Elec 

ESL 1  *Elective 

British Literature 

 

Creative Writing A .5 *Elec 
Creative Writing B .5 *Elec 
ESL 2  *Elective 

American Literature 
AP Language and Comp  

 

Creative Writing A .5 *Elec 
Creative Writing B .5 *Elec 

ESL 3  *Elective 

World Literature 
AP Literature and Comp 

 

Creative Writing A .5 *Elec 
Creative Writing B .5 *Elec 

MATHEMATICS   3.0 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Algebra 1 
Geometry 
Honors Geometry 
Algebra 2 
Honors Algebra 2 

Business Math 
Geometry or Honors 
Algebra 2 or Honors 
Pre Calculus or Honors 
AP Statistics 

Business Math 
Algebra 2 or Honors 
Pre Calculus or Honors 
AP Calculus AB 
AP Statistics 

 

Business Math 
Algebra 2 or Honors 
Pre Calculus or Honors 
AP Calculus AB 
AP Statistics 

SCIENCE   3.0 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Intro to Chem/Physics 
  Biology                                                         

Biology 
Chemistry 
Conceptual Physics 
AP Biology 

Chemistry 
Conceptual Physics 
Anatomy & Physiology 
Astronomy & Geology  
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 

AP Environmental Science 
AP Physics 1  
 

Chemistry 
Conceptual Physics 
Anatomy & Physiology 
Astronomy & Geology  
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 
AP Environmental Science 
AP Physics 1 or 2 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  4.0 
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

World Geography Modern Era History 
AP World History 
Sociology  .5 

 

US History 
Economics  .5 
Government  .5 

Sociology  .5 

AP World History 

AP Psychology 

 

 

US History 

Economics  .5 
Government  .5 
Sociology  .5 
AP Comparative Gov't 

   Please note that courses in bold are required of students to graduate and do not have alternate course options.   
 
 

NON-CORE CREDITS 

PE/HEALTH  1.5 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

PE-Health A  .5 

PE-Health B  .5 
Sport  .25 

PE-Health A  .5 

PE-Health B  .5 
Personal Fitness  .5 

Advanced PE A  .5  
Advanced PE B  .5 
Sport  .25 

PE-Health A  .5 

PE-Health B  .5 
Personal Fitness  .5 

Advanced PE A  .5  
Advanced PE B  .5 
Lifeguarding  .5 
Sport  .25 

 

PE-Health A  .5 

PE-Health B  .5 
Personal Fitness  .5 

Advanced PE A  .5  
Advanced PE B  .5 
Lifeguarding  .5 
Sport  .25 

  
 
 

 
 April 25 2017 
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NON-CORE CREDITS CONTINUED… 
 

FINE ARTS  1.0 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

HS Art 1  .5 
Int. Art-Drawing  .5 
Int. Art-2D-Design  .5 
Int. Art-3D-Design  .5 
Theatre Arts  
Beg/Int/Adv Tech Theatre 
HS Choir  (One Voice) 
HS Band  
HS Strings  

 

HS Art 1  .5 
Int. Art-Drawing  .5 
Int. Art-2D-Design  .5 
Int. Art-3D-Design  .5 
Marketing Design 
Studio 
Theatre Arts  
Beg/Int/Adv Tech Theatre 
HS Choir  (One Voice) 
HS Band  
HS Strings  
AP Music Theory 

HS Art 1  .5 
Int. Art-Drawing  .5  
Int. Art-2D-Design  .5 
Int. Art-3D-Design  .5 
AP Studio Art 
Marketing Design Studio 
Theatre Arts  
Beg/Int/Adv Tech Theatre 
HS Choir  (One Voice) 
HS Band  
HS Strings  
AP Music Theory 

HS Art 1  .5 
Int. Art-Drawing  .5 
Int. Art-2D-Design  .5 
Int. Art-3D-Design  .5 
AP Studio Art 
Marketing Design Studio  
Theatre Arts  
Beg/Int/Adv Tech Theatre 
HS Choir  (One Voice) 
HS Band  
HS Strings  
AP Music Theory 

COMPUTER SCIENCE   1.0 

 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Computer Applications  .5 
Digital Media  .5 

 
 

Computer Applications  .5 

Digital Media  .5 
Fdn Web Design Program .5 

3D Digital Animation  .5 

Robotics Engineering  .5 

AP Computer Sci A 

AP Computer Sci Principles 

 

Computer Applications  .5 

Digital Media  .5 
Fdn Web Design Program .5 
3D Digital Animation  .5 
Robotics Engineering  .5 

AP Computer Sci A 

AP Computer Sci Principles 

 

Computer Applications  .5 

Digital Media  .5 
Fdn Web Design Program .5 
3D Digital Animation  .5 
Robotics Engineering  .5 

AP Computer Sci A 

AP Computer Sci Principles 
 

 FOREIGN LANGUAGE   2.0 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Spanish 1 or 2 
French 1 or 2 
Mandarin 1 or 2 
Thai for Int’l Speaking 

Spanish 1, 2 or Hon 3 
French 1, 2 or Hon 3 
Mandarin 1, 2 or Hon 3 
Thai Int’l Speak or Writing 

Spanish 1, 2, Hon 3, AP 
French 1, 2 or Hon 3 
Mandarin 1, 2, Hon 3 or 4 
Thai Int’l Speak or Writng 

Spanish 1, 2, Hon 3, AP 
French 1, 2 or Hon 3 
Mandarin 1, 2, Hon 3 or 4 
Thai Int’l Speak or Writing 

SPEECH COMMUNICATIONS  0.5 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

  Speech  .5 Speech  .5 Speech  .5 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  2.0 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

  JCHL 1  .5 
JCHL 2  .5 

 Philosophy & Worldview .5 
World Religions  .5 

Philosophy & Worldview .5 
World Religions  .5 

MISCELLANEOUS ELECTIVES 
 Grade 9  Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Career Prep Online CP9 .25  
Teacher/Office Aid  .5 

   English Lab  .5 
   Math Lab  .5 

Intensive Studies .5 
Thai 1  *Thai nationals 
  

Intro to Business  
Career Prep Online CP10  .25       
Teacher/Office Aid  .5 

  English Lab  .5 
  Math Lab  .5 

Intensive Studies .5 
Yearbook 
Thai 2  * Thai nationals 
 

Intro to Business  
Intro to Marketing  

College Prep Onlin CP11 .25      
Teacher/Office Aid  .5  

  English Lab  .5 
  Math Lab  .5 

Intensive Studies .5 
Yearbook 
Thai 3  * Thai nationals 
 

Intro to Business 
Intro to Marketing  

  College Prep Onlin CP12  2.5   
  Teacher/Office Aid  .5   
  English Lab  .5 
  Math Lab  .5 

Intensive Studies .5 
Yearbook 
Thai  4  * Thai nationals 

   Please note that courses in bold are required of students to graduate and do not have alternate course options.   

 



High School Courses Handbook  

 

 
 

Grade 9 Registration FAQ’s 
 
 

What classes are required for all grade 9 students? 
 

English (English Composition), Math of current level (usually Algebra I or Geometry), Science (Intro to 

Chemistry and Physics or Biology), Social Studies (World Geography) and the first part of College Prep Online.  It 

is also best to take Computer Applications/Digital Media and PE A/B during grade 9. 

 

Can I take Guided Studies? 
 
Yes, but it is preferred grade 9 students work on getting their foundational courses and save Guided Studies 
for the upper high school years when courses are more challenging and they need extra study time. 

 

How many classes will I take? 
 

You will register for a total of 7-8 credits for each year.  High school is more concerned with credits than 

with the number of classes you take. 

 

What are the alternative electives? 
 

Priority is given to upperclassmen for your “choice” classes.  For example, if you want to take Jazz Band in 

grade 9, the class will be filled with seniors first, then juniors, then sophomores.  If the spaces are filled with 

the juniors and seniors, then you will need to select an alternative choice such as PE/Health. 

 

What do most freshmen take as elective choices? 
 

Most freshmen will take Computer Applications/Digital Media, PE/Health, Foreign Language, Creating Writing 

or Fine Arts courses along with the core classes of Math, Science, English, and Social Studies. 

 

When does preregistration open and close? 
 

ICS will open the course request section in February of each year so students can choose courses via Renweb. 

There will be a deadline by mid February to complete the online registration. 

 

Reminder . . . 
 

Don’t forget to register for Thai if you are a Thai citizen without dual citizenship.  And don’t forget to register 

for ESL if you are in the ESL program. 

 

What if I pass the ESL test at the end of the year? 
 

If you pass the ESL test, talk with your counselor to determine an alternate choice in place of ESL.  Every 

attempt will be made to accommodate that new choice. 
 

What is Career Prep Online all about? 
 
  The College/Career Prep Online program at ICS is intended to help students prepare for college and career.  

Students can earn 0.25 credit for completing each section of the CPO program, for a possible total of 1.0 course 

credit.  Career Prep Online section (CP9-CP10) focuses on personality strengths and career options, while College 

Prep Online (CP11-CP12) focuses on searching for colleges, college applications and transition to college.  All 

assignments and quizzes must be completed in the first semester to receive a passing grade.  
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Grade 9 Pre-Registration Form 2017-2018 
 
 

 
 

English   

 English Composition   1.0  *Required 

 Creative Writing A   0.5  *Elective 

 Creative Writing B   0.5  *Elective 

 ESL 1   1.0  *Elective 

 

Mathematics    

 Algebra 1   1.0 

 Geometry   1.0 

 Honors Geometry   1.0 

 Algebra 2   1.0 

 Honors Algebra 2   1.0 

 

Science    

 Intro to Chemistry/Physics   1.0 

 Biology   1.0 

 

Social Studies    

 World Geography   1.0  *Required 

 

PE-Health   

 PE-Health Class A   0.5 

 PE-Health Class B   0.5 

 

Fine Arts   

 HS Art 1   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-Drawing   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-2D Design   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-3D Design   0.5 

 Theatre Arts   1.0 

 Beginner Tech  1.0 

 HS Choir  1.0 

 HS Band   1.0 

 HS Strings  1.0 

 

 

 

Computer Science   

 Computer Applications  0.5 

 Digital Media   0.5 

 
Foreign Language    

 Spanish 1 or 2   1.0 

 French 1 or 2   1.0 

 Mandarin 1 or 2   1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Speaking  1.0 

 

Miscellaneous Electives   

 English Lab  0.5 

 Math Lab  0.5 

 Intensive Studies  0.5   

 Career Prep Online (CP9)  0.25 

 Teacher/Office Aide   0.5 

 Guided Studies   0.0 

 Thai 1   1.0   *Required for Thai nationals 

 

 

COURSES BY SUBJECT FOR COURSE SELECTION 
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Grade 10 Registration FAQ’s 
 

What classes are required for all grade 10 students? 
 

English (British Literature), Math of current level (usually Geometry or Algebra 2), Science (Biology, Chemistry 

or AP Biology) and Social Studies (either Modern Era or AP World History.)  It is expected that both JCHL 1 and 

JCHL 2 will be taken in grade 10. 

 

Can I take a Guided Studies? 
 

Yes, but a guided study does not grant credit toward your graduation credit requirements. 
 

How many classes will I take? 
 

You will register for a total of 7-8 credits for each year. 
 

What are the alternative electives? 
 

Priority is given to upperclassmen for your “choice” classes.  For example, if you want to take speech class in 

grade 10, the class will be filled with seniors first, then juniors, then sophomores.  In the event spaces are 

filled with juniors and seniors, then you will need to select an alternative choice such as PE/Health. 

 

Do I need a signature to register for an AP course? 
 

Pre-register with the idea you have met all requirements for the specific AP course.  An assessment 

administered in the second semester will determine whether you get into the desired AP course or not. 

 

What do most sophomores take as elective choices? 
 

Most sophomores will take JCHL 1 & 2 in addition to a Foreign Language, a Fine Arts course and another choice. 

 

When does preregistration open and close? 
 

ICS will open the course request section in February of each year so students can choose courses via Renweb. 

There will be a deadline by mid February to complete the online registration. 

 

Reminder . . . 
 

Don’t forget to register for Thai if you are a Thai citizen without dual citizenship.  And don’t forget to register 

for ESL if you are in the ESL program. 

 

What if I pass the ESL test at the end of the year? 
 

If you pass the ESL test, talk with your counselor to determine an alternate choice in place of ESL.  Every 

attempt will be made to accommodate that new choice. 
 

What is Career Prep Online all about? 
 
  The College/Career Prep Online program at ICS is intended to help students prepare for college and career.  

Students can earn 0.25 credit for completing each section of the CPO program, for a possible total of 1.0 course 

credit.  Career Prep Online section (CP9-CP10) focuses on personality strengths and career options, while College 

Prep Online (CP11-CP12) focuses on searching for colleges, college applications and transition to college.  All 

assignments and quizzes must be completed in the first semester to receive a passing grade.   
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Grade 10 Pre-Registration Form 2017-2018 
 
 

COURSES BY SUBJECT FOR COURSE SELECTION 
 

 
English   

 British Literature   1.0  *Required 

 Creative Writing A   0.5  *Elective 

 Creative Writing B   0.5  *Elective 

 ESL 2   1.0  *Elective 

Mathematics   

 Business Math   1.0 

 Geometry   1.0 

 Honors Geometry   1.0 

 Algebra 2   1.0 

 Honors Algebra 2   1.0 

 Pre-Calculus   1.0 

 Honors Pre-Calculus   1.0 

 AP Statistics   1.0 

Science
(*)

   

 Biology   1.0 

 Conceptual Physics  1.0  

 Chemistry   1.0 

 AP Biology   1.0 

Social Studies   

 Modern Era History   1.0 

 AP World History   1.0 

 Sociology  0.5 

PE-Health   

 PE-Health  A   0.5 

 PE-Health  B   0.5 

 Advanced PE  A   0.5 

 Advanced PE  B   0.5  

 Personal Fitness  0.5 

Fine Arts   

 HS Art 1   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-Drawing   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-2D Design   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-3D Design   0.5 

 Marketing Design  1.0 

 Theatre Arts   1.0 

 Beginner or Intermediate Tech  1.0 

 HS Choir  1.0 

 HS Band  1.0 

 HS Strings  1.0 

 AP Music Theory  1.0 

 

Computer Science   
 Computer Applications  0.5 

 Digital Media   0.5 

 Robotics Engineering  0.5 

 Fdn of Web Design & Programming   0.5 

 3D Digital Animation   0.5 

 AP Computer Science A  1.0 

 AP Computer Science Principles   1.0 

Foreign Language   

 Spanish 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 French 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 Mandarin 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Speaking  1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Writing  1.0 

Speech Communications   

 Speech   0.5 

Religious Studies   

 JCHL 1   0.5 

 JCHL 2   0.5 

Miscellaneous Electives   

 Intro to Business   1.0 

 Intro to Marketing   1.0 

 Career Prep Online (CP10)  0.25 

 English Lab  0.5 

 Math Lab  0.5 

 Intensive Studies  0.5   

 Yearbook   1.0 

 Teacher/Office Aide   0.5 

 Guided Studies   0.0 

 Thai 2  1.0   *Required for Thai nationals 
 

 
(*)Students must meet criteria to take two (2) sciences. 
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Grade 11 Registration FAQ’s 
 

 
 

Can I take a Guided Studies? 

 

Yes, but a guided study does not grant credit toward your graduation credit requirements. 

 

How many classes will I take? 

 

You will register for a total of 7-8 credits for each year. 

 

Do I need a signature to register for an AP course? 
 

Pre-register with the idea you have met all requirements for the specific AP course.  An assessment 

administered in the second semester will determine whether you get into the desired AP course or not. 

 

What are the alternative electives? 

 

Priority is given to upperclassmen for your “choice” classes.   For example, if you want to take speech class 

in grade 11, the class will be filled with seniors first, then juniors.  In the event that the spaces are filled with 

the seniors, you will need to select an alternative choice such as PE/Health. 

 

What do most juniors take as elective choices? 

 

Most juniors will take World View together with Speech or another single semester course, a Foreign 

Language, and two other electives that vary based upon personal and future goals. 

 

When does preregistration open and close? 

 

ICS will open the course request section in February of each year so students can choose courses via Renweb.  

There will be a deadline by mid February to complete the online registration. 

 

Reminder . . . 

 

Don’t forget to register for Thai if you are a Thai citizen without dual citizenship.  And don’t forget to register for 

ESL if you are in the ESL program. 

 

What if I pass the ESL test at the end of the year? 

 

If you pass the ESL test, talk with your counselor to determine an alternate choice in place of ESL.  Every 

attempt will be made to accommodate that new choice. 

 

What is College Prep Online all about? 
 
  The College/Career Prep Online program at ICS is intended to help students prepare for college and career.  

Students can earn 0.25 credit for completing each section of the CPO program, for a possible total of 1.0 course 

credit.  Career Prep Online section (CP9-CP10) focuses on personality strengths and career options, while College 

Prep Online (CP11-CP12) focuses on searching for colleges, college applications and transition to college.  All 

assignments and quizzes must be completed in the first semester to receive a passing grade.   
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Grade 11 Pre-Registration Form 2017-2018 
 

 
 

 

English   

 American Literature   1.0 

 AP English Language & Comp   1.0 

 Creative Writing A   0.5  *Elective 

 Creative Writing B   0.5  *Elective 

 ESL 3   1.0  *Elective 

Mathematics   

 Business Math   1.0 

 Algebra 2  1.0 

 Honors Algebra 2   1.0 

 Pre-Calculus or Honors   1.0 

 AP Calculus AB   1.0 

 AP Statistics   1.0 

Science   

 AP Biology   1.0 

 Chemistry   1.0 

 AP Chemistry   1.0 

 AP Environmental Science  1.0 

 Conceptual Physics   1.0 

 AP Physics 1  1.0 

 Anatomy and Physiology   1.0  

 Astronomy and Geology   1.0  

Social Studies   

 US History   1.0 

 AP World History   1.0 

 AP Psychology   1.0 

 Government   0.5 

 Economics   0.5 

 Sociology  0.5 

PE-Health   

 PE-Health  A   0.5 

 PE-Health  B   0.5 

 Advanced PE  A   0.5 

 Advanced PE  B   0.5  

 Lifeguarding  0.5 

 Personal Fitness   0.5 

Fine Arts   

 HS Art 1   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-Drawing   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-2D Design   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-3D Design   0.5 

 Marketing Design  1.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Arts (con’t) 

 Theatre Arts   1.0 

 Begin/Int/Adv Tech 1.0 

 HS Choir  1.0 

 HS Band  1.0 

 HS Strings  1.0 

 AP Music Theory  1.0 

Computer Science   

 Computer Applications  0.5 

 Digital Media  0.5 

 Robotics Engineering  0.5 

 Fdn of Web Design & Programming   0.5 

 3D Digital Animation   0.5 

 AP Computer Science A  1.0 

 AP Computer Science Principles   1.0 

Foreign Language   

 Spanish 1, 2, Honors 3, AP   1.0 

 French 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 Mandarin 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Speaking  1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Writing  1.0 

Speech Communications   

 Speech   0.5 

Religious Studies   

 JCHL 1  0.5   *First semester course 

 JCHL 2  0.5   *Second semester course 

 Philosophy & Worldview  0.5   *First semester  

 World Religions   0.5   *Second semester course 

Miscellaneous Electives   

 Intro to Business   1.0 

 Intro to Marketing   1.0 

 College Prep Online (CP11)  0.25 

 English Lab  0.5 

 Math Lab  0.5 

 Intensive Studies  0.5   

 Yearbook   1.0 

 Teacher/Office Aide   0.5 

 Guided Studies   0.0 

 Thai 3  1.0   *Required for Thai nationals 
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Grade 12 Registration FAQ’s 
 

 

Can I take a Guided Studies? 
 

Yes, but a guided study does not grant credit toward any of your graduation credit requirements. 
 

Do I need a signature to register for an AP course? 
 

Pre-register with the idea you have met all requirements for the specific AP course.  An assessment 

administered in the second semester will determine whether you get into the desired AP course or not. 

 

What are the alternative electives? 

 

On  occasion,  we  are  unable  to  accommodate  student  selections  for  courses  because  of  time conflicts.   

We will make every effort to allow seniors their first choices in all subjects, but in the event of a conflict, 

alternatives will be assigned.  For example, a senior wants to be in Vocal Ensemble but the time conflicts with 

an AP course that is not available in other time selections.  Priority will be given to the AP course and an 

alternate will be assigned in place of Vocal Ensemble. 

 

What do most seniors take as elective choices? 

 

Most seniors will take World Religions together with Speech ( i f  n e e d e d )  or another single semester 

course, a Foreign Language, and two other electives that vary based upon personal and future goals.  College 

Prep is recommended for all seniors. 

 

When does preregistration open and close? 

 

ICS will open the course request section in February of each year so students can choose courses via Renweb. 

There will be a deadline by mid February to complete the online registration. 
 

Reminder . . . 

 

Don’t forget to register for Thai if you are a Thai citizen without dual citizenship. And don’t forget to 

register for ESL if you are in the ESL program. 
 

What if I pass the ESL test at the end of the year? 

 

If you pass the ESL test, talk with your counselor to determine an alternate choice in place of ESL.  Every 

attempt will be made to accommodate that new choice. 

 

What is College Prep Online all about? 
 
  The College/Career Prep Online program at ICS is intended to help students prepare for college and career.  

Students can earn 0.25 credit for completing each section of the CPO program, for a possible total of 1.0 course 

credit.  Career Prep Online section (CP9-CP10) focuses on personality strengths and career options, while College 

Prep Online (CP11-CP12) focuses on searching for colleges, college applications and transition to college.  All 

assignments and quizzes must be completed in the first semester to receive a passing grade.   
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Grade 12 Pre-Registration Form 2017-2018 
 
 
 
 
 

English  

 World Literature   1.0 

 AP English Literature & Comp   1.0 

 Creative Writing A   0.5 *Elective 

 Creative Writing B   0.5 *Elective 

Mathematics   

 Business Math   1.0 

 Algebra 2   1.0 

 Honors Algebra 2   1.0 

 Pre-Calculus   1.0 

 Honors Pre-Calculus   1.0 

 AP Calculus AB   1.0 

 AP Statistics   1.0 

Science   

 AP Biology   1.0 

 Chemistry   1.0 

 AP Chemistry   1.0 

 AP Environmental Science  1.0 

 Conceptual Physics   1.0 

 AP Physics 1 or 2   1.0 each 

 Anatomy and Physiology   1.0  

 Astronomy and Geology   1.0  

Social Studies   

 US History   1.0 

 AP Comparative Government   1.0 

 Government   0.5 

 Economics   0.5 

 Sociology  0.5 

PE-Health   

 PE-Health  A   0.5 

 PE-Health  B   0.5 

 Advanced PE  A   0.5 

 Advanced PE  B   0.5  

 Lifeguarding   0.5 

 Personal Fitness  0.5 

Fine Arts   

 HS Art 1   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-Drawing   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-2D Design   0.5 

 Intermediate Art-3D Design   0.5 

 AP Studio Art   1.0 

 Marketing Design  1.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Arts (cont’d)   

 Theatre Arts   1.0 

 Begin/Int/Adv Tech  1.0 

 HS Choir  1.0 

 HS Band  1.0 

 HS Strings  1.0 

 AP Music Theory  1.0 

Computer Science   

 Computer Applications  0.5 

 Digital Media  0.5 

 Robotics Engineering  0.5 

 Fdn of Web Design & Programming   0.5 

 3D Digital Animation   0.5 

 AP Computer Science A  1.0 

 AP Computer Science Principles   1.0 

Foreign Language   

 Spanish 1, 2, Honors 3, AP   1.0 

 French 1, 2, Honors 3   1.0 

 Mandarin 1, 2, Honors 3, Honors 4   1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Speaking  1.0 

 Thai for Int’l – Writing  1.0 

Speech Communications   

 Speech   0.5 

Religious Studies   

 JCHL 1  0.5   *First semester course 

 JCHL 2  0.5   *Second semester course 

 Philosophy & Worldview   0.5   *First semester 

 World Religions   0.5   *Second semester course 

Miscellaneous Electives   

 Intro to Business   1.0 

 Intro to Marketing   1.0 

 College Prep Online (CP12)  0.25  

 English Lab  0.5 

 Math Lab  0.5 

 Intensive Studies  0.5   

 Yearbook   1.0 

 Teacher/Office Aide   0.5 

 Guided Studies   0.0 

 Thai 4  1.0  *Required for Thai nationals 
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Core Course Descriptions 

English 
 

EN 107 - ENGLISH COMPOSITION AND WRITING 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

English Composition is designed as a writing-intensive course which will continue to use multi-genre literature 
to provide instruction in the following areas: reading, comprehension, mechanics and usage, vocabulary and 
writing in a variety of genres including narrative, persuasive, expository, and business writing. One paper 
involving research will be required. Speaking and listening skills will be improved through class discussion, oral 
interpretations and reports.  Refer to the Novel Selection Summary for novels and descriptions included in this 
course.  

 
EN 117 - BRITISH LITERATURE 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10 

 
Prerequisite(s):  English Composition and Writing 
 
The British Literature course at ICS is based on a variety of literary genres written by a wide range of renowned 
British authors.  Unit topics include novels and literary analysis, allegory, poetry, and argument and logic.  Refer 
to the Novel Selection Summary for novels and descriptions included in this course.   
 
Writing instruction for the course will emphasize formal essay writing, including a research essay, but students 
will also get the chance to write plenty creative and personal pieces as well.  Other topics of the course include 
an overview of common grammar and usage errors and regular vocabulary assessment—both of which are 
geared towards SAT Prep.  The use of technology will also be integrated into many aspects of the course, in the 
form of blog writing, research assignments, and presentations.  Yet most importantly, this course will encourage 
students to think critically about the countless issues and questions brought up by these world-class thinkers 
and writers—many of which are perhaps the most profound questions of the human experience.  
 

EN 119 - AMERICAN LITERATURE 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11 
 

Prerequisite(s):  English Composition & Writing and British Literature 
 

American Literature is a general survey of literature in America from its early beginnings in the 1600s through 
the 20

th
 century.  Through the study of many great works of American Literature, we will examine current event 

issues, including: politics and war, economics and industry, corporations and the working poor, socialism and 
government aid, transcendentalism and conservation, and lastly existentialism and the American search for 
meaning.  Refer to the Novel Selection Summary for novels and descriptions included in this course.  

 
EN 114 - WORLD LITERATURE 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Completion of previous three years of English 
 
World Literature is a course designed to introduce seniors to the scope of world literature written across time 
and culture in English and in translation. Selected works of fiction, drama, essay, and poetry from a variety of 
Asian,  African,  European,  and  postcolonial  societies  will  be  addressed  thematically  and  chronologically. 
Building on the American Literature course, emphasis will be placed on analyzing themes, comparing and 
contrasting works across cultures, and the historical context of the works themselves. Several research papers 
will be required as the writing in the course will focus upon academic and college writing.  Refer to the Novel 
Selection Summary for novels and descriptions included in this course. 
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  English Courses at International Community School – Novel Selection Summary 

 
Grade 9, English Composition and Writing 
 
And Then There Were None  by Agatha Christie is a famous mystery novel that keeps kids guessing over who is 
committing the crimes in a house cloaked in intrigue. The story starts with a mix of people being stranded on 
an island where they board up in a large modern house. Their confusion only grows as the host does not 
appear and the first murder takes place. The story unfolds slowly revealing the true reason that they are on the 
island, but the people do not have much time to discover who is committing the murders because they are 
disappearing too fast. 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird                        by Harper Lee is a moving story of a man falsely accused of hurting a young woman. The 
story becomes more powerful because of the racial differences in the accused and the young woman. A lawyer 
is assigned to defend the man. His choice to take his job seriously causes great conflict for him and his two 
children. The story is told from the point of view of his daughter and has a delightful mix of her naïveté and 
growing understanding of people and her community. Most importantly, she learns the value of standing up 
for right in the face of prejudice and serious opposition. 
 
Romeo and Juliet is the tale of two teenagers that are torn between their love for each other and their 
responsibilities to their friends and families.  In this introduction to William Shakespeare, we will gain 
experience reading the Shakespearean English form. Along with learning to read the language, we will 
participate in a variety of class activities that both relate to the drama and events of the play, as well as the 
themes that make this novel a perennial favourite. 
 
Grade 10, British Literature 
 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley is a one of the most classic and well known novels of the "Romantic Era."  The 
famous story of "Doctor Frankenstein" reanimating a long-dead corpse is much different that its popularized 
movie adaptations in the horror genre.  This novel of "gothic fiction" is a much more complicated look at themes 
such as the limits of science, human nature, parenthood, and "creation."   
 
The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald is a classic fairy tale written during the Victorian Period of 
British Literature about a princess, a courageous miner, and scores of mischievous goblins.  While it may have 
been originally intended to be read by younger readers, its complicated use of metaphor and allegory in the 
setting of fantasy allows for some complex and intriguing analysis - especially when one considers MacDonald's 
profound impact on the fantasy genre and other subsequent fantasy writers like Lewis Carroll, J.R.R. Tolkien, and 
C.S. Lewis.  
 
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis is a famous 20th Century response to the seminal work The Marriage of Heaven 
and Hell by poet William Blake.  This highly original allegorical tale of a man's journey in the "foothills of heaven" 
- reminiscent of the classic epics by Milton and Dante - brings up countless profound and meaningful 
questions.  Throughout the journey, the author ultimately examines the nature and effect of good and evil 
within the hearts of mankind.  
 

Grade 11, American Literature 

 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald is a classic modernist novel set in the roaring jazz age of the 1920s. The 
Industrial Revolution was in full swing and the growing prosperity in America was turning many into a 
materialist society. Into this world we meet the main character who has latched onto his own version of the 
American Dream, which includes not only the wealth but also the perfect woman. The question remains as to 
whether he can obtain his dream and whether reality can match up to his dream. The book is a wonderful 
critique of the shallow values of the materialists and their destructive lifestyles. 
 
Crossing genre boarders, Octavia Butler uniquely mixes historical fiction with sci-fi to bring the story of Dana 
Franklin to life.  Dana is from 1976, yet she repeatedly gets called back to the antebellum South by a boy called 
Rufus.  Her purpose is unclear at first, but she becomes the unfortunate witness to the realities of slavery.  
Kindred offers a distinct perspective on slavery, social class, the human psyche, and how far one woman would 
go to ensure her family tree is not broken. 
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  English Courses at International Community School – Novel Selection Summary – continued  
 
A play set against the harsh wintery backdrop of Puritan society in 1692, The Crucible portrays the horrors of 
the Salem Witch Trials in a partly fictional setting.  Arthur Miller shrewdly wrote this play during the height of 
the Red Scare in America in 1953 as a way of showing how hysteria could cause otherwise sensible people to be 
paranoid.  Although Miller used a historical event, he has changed enough of the characters’ backstory to make 
this play a work of fiction. 
 
Of Mice and Men is a beautifully written novella set in the Great Depression, during the American Dust Bowl. In 
this story, we follow two migrant workers on their quest for the American Dream. We will meat an old man, a 
crippled-black, a lonely woman, and a mentally retarded character. John Steinbeck will weave these 
unforgettable characters into magical tale of hope, loss, and the search for a better life. 

 
Grade 12, World Literature 
 
The first Thai novel to be taught in ICS’ World Literature class, Chart Korbjitti’s  No Way Out portrays the life of 
a Thai family stuck in poverty. It's a tragic story of a family that suffers at the hands of a society that does not  
offer help to the less fortunate. Students are encouraged to exercise ICS’ core values of respect for others and 
a sense of community as they examine how society could respond to others in need to provide them the loving 
assistance they need. Students also critique destructive behavior of the characters and suggest ways in which 
their actions could have produced more positive outcomes in light of Biblical truth. 
 
Kamala Markandaya’s  Nectar in a Sieve tells the story of Rukmani and her husband Nathan as they raise their 
family in impoverished conditions in India. Life lived off the land in what nature and societal circumstances can 
bring presents a realistic picture of hardship and struggle. Students examine the role of community and family 
relationships from a Christian point-of-view, emphasis on integrity and love as exemplified in ICS’ core values. 
 

  Studied extensively throughout the English-speaking world, Chinua Achebe’s  Things Fall Apart tracks the effect 
of Western forces on an isolated African village. As the characters are forced to confront new ideas, they 
question their cultural values and are forced to make decisions about where their values lie. Through the study 
of this novel, students gain insight into the ICS core values of community and what respect means in a 
community. Students also learn about other cultures and beliefs, resulting in students becoming more involved 
citizens as directed by ICS’ Expected School-wide Learning Results. 
 
Cry, the Beloved Country is the most famous and important novel in South African history. It is an impassioned     
novel about a black man’s country under white man’s law. It tells the moving story of the Zulu Pastor, Stephen 
Kumalo, and the wealthy white landowner James Jarvis - two men whose lives are forever connected by the 
tragic loss of their only sons.   Set against the backdrop of a land and a people driven apart by racial injustice, 
Cry, the Beloved Country nevertheless deals with the universal themes of forgiveness and redemption.   
Remarkable for its lyrical writing style, unforgettable characters, and historical reality, it is also a classic novel of 
the victory of love, hope, and courage over the destructive forces of despair, hopelessness, and hatred. It 
triumphantly proclaims the ultimate power of forgiveness to save men’s souls. 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak is a recent publication set in Nazi Germany that has been universally hailed as 
a "modern classic."  Narrated by "Death" himself, it is both a tender and heart-wrenching look at this time in 
history through the eyes of Liesel Meminger, a 9-year-old girl adopted by a loving German family during the 
height of WWII.  In the words of the author himself, this memorable story is a profound look at the potential 
goodness and wickedness of humans - "how the same thing could be so ugly and so glorious, and its words and 
stories so damning and brilliant."  

 
FA 502 - SPEECH 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

Students will receive instruction and practical experience in the following areas: vocal delivery, body language, 
eye contact, and reading audience feedback. They will use these skills while delivering the following types of 
speeches: informative, object, persuasive, inspirational, demonstrative, oral interpretation, memorization, 
storytelling, and group. Skills in small group communication will also be taught. They will also participate in 
formal debate, while learning argumentation. This course can be taken only once. 
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  EN 105 - AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Assessment & instructor recommendation; priority given to Grade 11 students 
 

The AP English Language and Composition course provides juniors and seniors with experience in studying and 
writing various kinds of analytic and persuasive essays with a college-level English option in language, rhetoric 
or expository writing. The course is academically rigorous and intends to develop intellectual confidence and 
superior reading and writing skills. Students taking this course may be required to attend after school class 
sessions. The teacher will publish a schedule regarding this. 
 
EN 121 - AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Summer assessment and instructor recommendation; priority given to Grade 12 students 
 

In short, the main distinction that sets AP English Literature apart from AP English Language is a focus 
on reading instead of writing.  Students in AP English Literature and Composition will, therefore, spend their 
year learning how to carefully read and critically analyze literary works of high acclaim.  Instead of focusing on 
literature from a certain nation or time period, the course will be structured thematically, drawing upon a 
number of modern novels as well as a range of short stories, poetry, and a play.  Through reading, analysis, 
discussion, and various modes of writing, students will explore a host of relevant topics, including questions 
related to culture, philosophy, human nature, and social issues.  Incoming AP Literature students will also be 
expected to complete a reading activity over the summer, which will be used as an initial assessment. 

 

EN 106 (ESL 3), 113 (ESL 2), & 112 (ESL 1) - ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-11 
 

Prerequisite(s):  This is a required course for all students who are officially in the ESL program 
 

 
The ESL program addresses the English language needs of students for whom English is not their first language. 
Instruction from an ESL teacher and in small groups for one period per day helps them learn to use and 
comprehend English. Modeling, role playing, vocabulary games and activities, and shared and independent 
reading and writing experiences are some of the learning strategies used. ESL students are in the mainstream 
academic classes most of the day, together with native speakers and more proficient second language users. 
When the student performs sufficiently on English proficiency test near the end of the school year, the student 
may exit the ESL program. 

 
EN 109 - CREATIVE WRITING A  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (First semester) Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 

 
The overall focus of this class will be on the greater genre of fiction.  The first half is spent on prose, primarily in 
the form of original short story writing.  The second half of the class is focused around poetry.  Students who 
take this class should expect to be given a good amount of freedom and encouragement to express themselves 
creatively, in a variety of different writing modes.  This class also puts a heavy emphasis on using technology; 
most classes are held in the computer lab, and much of the class' activities involves using student blogs. 

 
EN 109 - CREATIVE WRITING B 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (Second semester) Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 

 
The overall focus of this class will be on the greater genre of non-fiction.  The first half of the class is spent on 
personal writing, culminating in the writing of lengthy personal memoirs.  The second half of the class is 
focused around informational writing - journalism, in other words.  This class also puts a heavy emphasis on 
using technology.  Large projects involving videography play major roles in both units. Most regular classes are 
actually held in the computer lab, and much of the class' activities involves using student blogs. 
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Mathematics 
 

MA 201 - ALGEBRA 1 
Credits:  1.0                                          Number of Semesters:  2                                   Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Completion of Pre-Algebra 8 

 
This course takes students from Middle School mathematics into solving problems with rational and irrational 
numbers, inequalities, functions, polynomials and systems of equations. It is assumed that the student can 
handle fractions, decimals, integers and simple algebraic equations before starting Algebra 1. 
 

NOTE:  If an eighth grade Algebra I student does not hold an average of 75 or higher in each of the first 3 quarters, the 
student is recommended to retake the class for credit during their ninth grade school year.  This recommendation is to protect 
them from having poor Algebra I grades on their transcript and will help lead them to a place of success in the HS Math 
program.  Any exception can be made through consultation with HS Principal, Counselor and Math teachers.   
   

NOTE:  If an eighth grade student wishes to take Algebra 1 online in order to fast track in High School: he/she must have a 
Math 8 average of 94 or higher in each of the first 3 quarters and must obtain prior approval from the current teacher and MS 
Principal before registering for the online course.  ICS will give credit for the online math class, but if a student wants to 
advance to the next class, the student has to pass the ICS final exam.  The ICS placement exam can be taken more than once. 

 
MA 202 - GEOMETRY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-10 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Completion of Algebra 1 
 

The student starts Geometry by learning to use deductive proofs in solving problems of geometric figures. The 
surface area and volume of various plane solid shapes are studied. Basic trigonometry is also investigated which 
involves equations of lines and transformations of figures in a coordinate plane. 
 

NOTE: ICS currently offers an equivalent summer course that works through the entire year of Geometry in just four weeks.  
Students in Algebra 8 or Algebra 1 with a grade of 94 average or higher are eligible to take this .5 credit course. 
 

MA 210 - HONORS GEOMETRY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-10 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Completion of Algebra 1 with 94 or higher average 
 

Honors Geometry develops students’ critical thinking skills through study of shapes and their properties. 
Students will form logical arguments to identify, analyze, and solve geometric problems.  Use of inductive and 
deductive reasoning as well as multiple investigative strategies will be emphasized.  All topics from the 
Geometry course will be covered but often with additional content and greater depth. 

 
MA 203 - ALGEBRA 2 
Credits:  1.0                                          Number of Semesters:  2                                   Grade Level:  9-12 

 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 1; Principal approval for 9
th 

graders who meet the criteria 
 

Algebra 2 is designed to equip students for university study in non-technical fields. This course will also help 
develop skills for living. It begins with linear algebra and polynomials. Quadratic equations are studied along 
with irrational and imaginary numbers. Within the course are concepts of logarithms, series and sequences, 
statistics and probability. 

 
MA 204 - HONORS ALGEBRA 2 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 1 with 94+ average; Principal approval for 9
th 

graders who meet the criteria 
 

Honors Algebra 2 is the start of more advanced studies in mathematics. It begins with linear algebra and 
polynomials. Quadratic equations and conics are studied along with irrational and complex numbers. Within 
the course are concepts of matrices, logarithms, series and sequences, statistics and probability. Honors 
Algebra 2 is designed to equip the student for further studies in technical fields in higher education. 
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MA 205 - PRE-CALCULUS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 2 
 

This course teaches the concepts in trigonometry, discrete mathematics, limits, relations, functions and 
graphing, as well as an introduction to calculus. Use of the graphing calculator and computer will be 
emphasized in this program. The student will also examine how mathematics at this level can be applied to 
daily living and to various fields of study and employment. 

 

MA 207 - HONORS PRE-CALCULUS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Honors Algebra 2 with 86 or higher each quarter OR Algebra 2 with 94 or higher each quarter 
 

This honors class prepares the student for AP Calculus AB. The same concepts are taught as in Pre-Calculus 
except it is taught at a quicker pace and more advanced assignments, tests, and exams are required. 

 
MA 206 - AP CALCULUS AB 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Pre-Calculus; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

This course is designed for students capable of higher math who wish to study further in technical fields. The 
students will be eligible to take the AP (Advanced Placement) examination which makes students eligible for 
university credit at most U.S. colleges and universities. Topics to be covered are: functions, graphs and limits, 
derivatives, integrals and integration, sequences and series, polynomial approximations and various plane 
curves and polar graphs. Students taking this course may be required to attend after school class sessions. The 
teacher will publish a schedule regarding this. 

 
MA 209 - AP STATISTICS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 2; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

The purpose of the AP Statistics course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 

1. Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns 
2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study 
3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation 
4. Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses 

 
MA 301 - BUSINESS MATH 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

 
This course provides complete coverage of practical business applications of math organized in a logical 
manner. This course enables the student to gain financial control of their life by introducing a broad range of 
material relevant conducting their personal financial affairs. The ultimate goal is to enable the student to 
become financially independent and be prepared to leave home and go to a university. 
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Science 
 

SC 301 - INTRO TO CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS (ICP) 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

ICP serves as a foundation for the upper level science courses.  It is a laboratory-based course that explores the 
relationship between matter and energy, which allows students to gain a better understanding of the physical 
world.  Students investigate the physical sciences (Chemistry and Physics) through hands-on, inquiry-based labs 
and activities, which help to establish problem-solving skills necessary for later science courses. 

 
SC 309 - BIOLOGY 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-10 

 
Prerequisite(s):  ICP in grade 8 or 9 

 
Biology is the study of physical life and living things. Cell structure and processes are examined with more 
attention given to the Animal Kingdom and the vertebrates specifically. The lab is utilized regularly and 
attention is given to proper lab procedures. 

 
SC 303 - CHEMISTRY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Biology (completed) or AP Biology (completed or concurrent); Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 
2 (completed or concurrent)  

 
Units in scientific methods, chemical energy and change are covered. The periodic table, the atom, and atomic 
structure, chemical reactions, and phases of matter are studied. The main focus throughout is on a conceptual 
understanding of the material. 

 
SC 314 - CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  ICP; Algebra 2 (completed or concurrent) 
 

Conceptual Physics is an introductory lab-based course in physics. Emphasis is placed on conceptual 
understanding and description of major principles of physics. The course focuses on science process skills. 
Topics of study include force and motion, energy and momentum, waves, along with electricity and 
magnetism. 

 
SC 308 - HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Biology 

 
The student will study the anatomy of the human body: systems, structure, function and interrelationships. 
This is an important class for pre-med students. 

 
SC 307 - AP BIOLOGY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Biology; Chemistry recommended; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

The AP Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a university introductory Biology course usually 
taken by Biology majors during their first year. The textbook used in this course is a college text. Students 
taking this course are required to attend after school class sessions. The teacher will publish a schedule 
regarding this. AP Biology differs from Biology with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range & depth of 
the topic covered, the kind of laboratory work done by students, and the time & effort required of students. 
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SC 315 - AP PHYSICS 1 

Credit:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Conceptual Physics ; Algebra 2; Pre-calculus (completed or concurrent); instructor recommend 
 

AP Physics 1 is the equivalent to a first-semester college course in Algebra-based Physics. The course covers 
Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; 
mechanical waves and sound. It introduces electric circuits and uses college level text. Enrollment requires 
recommendation from the student’s current teacher for both science and mathematics. 

 
SC 316 - AP PHYSICS 2 

Credit:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  AP Physics 1; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

AP Physics 2 is the equivalent to a second-semester college course in Algebra-based Physics. The course 
covers fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; atomic and nuclear physics. This 
course uses a college level text. Enrollment requires recommendation from the AP Physics 1 instructor and a 
minimum score of 2 on the AP Physics 1 exam. 

 
SC 304 - AP CHEMISTRY 

Credit:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Chemistry with 84+, Algebra 2; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

This AP Chemistry course is equivalent of a general chemistry course usually taken during the first year of 
college. Students will attain a depth of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in 
dealing with chemical problems. A college-level textbook is used in this class. Due to College Board 
requirements, there is the possibility that AP Chemistry students will occasionally need to stay after school (to 
3:00pm) to finish a laboratory exercise.  Prior notice will be given when an extended period is needed. 

 

SC 312 - ASTRONOMY AND GEOLOGY 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 1 

 
Astronomy is the focus in the first semester.  This course involves a problem solving component requiring 
Algebra 1 level of mathematics preparation. The topics to be covered in the semester are the history of 
astronomy, tools of astronomers, the solar system, the birth, life, and death of stars, relativity, and the 
structure of the universe. 

 
Geology is the focus of the second semester that provides a full introduction to the geological sciences. 
Topics include: geology and methods of science, minerals, maps and mapping, processes of igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic rock formation, volcanoes and volcanism, weathering and soils, 
sedimentation, geologic time, glaciers, structural geology, earthquakes, plate tectonics and Thailand’s geology. 

 
SC 320 - AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Credit:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Any two non-concurrent lab sciences (such as Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Anatomy); 
instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 

 
AP Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary science course that unites concepts from geology, biology, 
environmental studies, chemistry and geometry, which is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, 
introductory college course in environmental science.  The goals of this course is to provide students with an 
understanding of the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and understand environmental problems 
(man-made and natural) and to evaluate solutions for resolving/preventing these problems.  This course is a 
physical science that stresses scientific principles and analysis without relying as heavily on mathematics like AP 
Chemistry and AP Physics.  There is a significant laboratory component that requires students to work outdoors. 
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Social Studies 
 
SS 401 - WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

World Geography focuses on the relationship between the physical geography and cultural or human 
geography. The five themes of geography (location, place, movement, regions, and human-environment 
interaction) are used as tools to study the regions of the world. Students will complete projects, write essays, 
and take tests to acquire and demonstrate their skills and knowledge. Students will practice reading, analyzing, 
and interpreting data represented in maps, charts, and graphs. 

 
SS 402 - MODERN ERA HISTORY (OF THE WORLD) 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10 
 

Prerequisite(s):  World Geography 
 

Modern Era History is a study of critical events and trends in the various regions of the world from the time of 
the Renaissance to the present. Students will gain understanding of the changing political, economic, social, 
and cultural landscape of the world’s regions as well as the United States’ role in the global community. 

 
SS 403 - US HISTORY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Modern Era History or AP World History 
 

US History is a study of the critical events and trends in the U.S. from 1865 to the present. Students will gain 
knowledge of the changing political, economic, social, and cultural landscape in the United States as well as 
the United States’ role in the global community. Students will complete projects, write essays, and take tests to 
demonstrate their skills and knowledge. 
It should be noted that students planning on studying at the university level in America are advised to take US History as part 
of their earned credits at ICS. Most U.S. colleges appreciate US History on a student’s high school transcript. 

 

SS 411 - SOCIOLOGY 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Sociology examines how individuals, groups, and institutions interact to make up human societies. Students 
will learn about sociological perspectives, culture, social structures, and social inequality. Topics include: the 
family, education, political and economic institutions, religion, media and sport. Students will study people 
and the roles they play in society, both as individuals and groups. 

 
SS 404 - GOVERNMENT 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This one semester course will focus on the government of the U.S. but will also include the Thai Government 
and a survey of several other governments from around the world. Students will complete projects, write 
essays, and take tests to acquire and demonstrate their skills and knowledge. 

 
SS 405 - ECONOMICS 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (First
 
Semester) Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 

Economics is designed to provide the student an understanding of the fundamental principles of economics 
and to equip the student with skills to live on their own. The course will cover the following: economic choice, 
market economies at work, monitoring and managing the economy, personal banking and budgeting. 
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SS 406 - AP WORLD HISTORY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-11 
 

Prerequisite(s): World Geography; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 
 

This purpose of this course, as outlined in the AP World History Course Description, is to develop greater 
understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  This 
understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical 
skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as 
well as comparisons among major societies.  It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive 
issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence.   Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an 
organizing principle to address change and continuity throughout the course.  Specific themes provide further 
organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of 
world history as a field of study. 
 
SS 408 - AP PSYCHOLOGY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11 
 

Prerequisite(s):  80 or higher in AP World History or 85 or higher in Modern Era History or US History; 
instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section; priority given to Grade 11 students 

 
AP Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental process of 
people. Students will learn general knowledge related to the various approaches related to psychology and the 
sub-fields within the discipline. Students are given opportunity to design their own experiments using modern 
psychological investigation techniques, to become familiar with the ethics and morality of human and animal 
research, and to emphasize scientific critical thinking skills in application to the social sciences. 
 
This course is demanding and fast-paced, requiring the student to work independently and thoroughly during 
and, especially, outside of class. A large amount of technical reading and self-guided note taking is required. 
There are no specific prerequisites for this course. However, past overall academic record will be used to assess 
students when class size restraints are encountered. At ICS, juniors with a record of high academic achievement 
will be given first priority. Additional slots will be given to seniors with a proven record of high achievement 
should they be available.  

 

SS 407 - AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section; priority given to Grade 12 students 
 

 
AP Comparative Government and Politics introduces fundamental concepts used by political scientists to 
study the processes and outcomes of politics in a variety of country settings. The course aims to illustrate the 
rich diversity of political life, to show available institutional alternatives, to explain differences in processes 
and policy outcomes, and to communicate the importance of global, political, and economic changes. Careful 
comparison of political systems produces useful knowledge about the policies that countries have effectively 
initiated to address problems, or, indeed, what they have done to make things worse. We can compare the 
effectiveness of policy approaches to poverty or overpopulation by examining how different countries solve 
similar problems. Furthermore, by comparing the political institutions and practices of wealthy and poor 
countries, we can begin to understand the political consequences of economic wellbeing. Finally, 
comparison assists explanation. Why are some countries stable democracies and not others? Why do many 
democracies have prime ministers instead of presidents? 
 
In addition to covering the major concepts that are used to organize and interpret what we know about 
political phenomena and relationships, the course should cover specific countries and their governments. Six 
countries form the core of the AP Comparative Government and Politics course. China, Great Britain, Mexico, 
Nigeria, and Russia are all regularly covered in college-level introductory comparative politics courses. The 
inclusion of Iran adds a political system from a very important region of the world and one that is subject to 
distinctive political and cultural dynamics.  The course moves the discussion of concepts from abstract 
definition to concrete example, noting that not all concepts will be equally useful in all country settings. 
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Non-Core Course Descriptions 
 

Business 
 

BU 100 - INTRO TO BUSINESS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

Introduction to Business provides the framework for future business courses. This course gives an immersion to 
the basic elements of business and industry. Students will study business economics, management, finance, 
production & marketing, entrepreneurship & business plans, and business ethics as they are involved in hands-
on, project-based learning. This is a great first step to the rest of the courses the business and marketing 
department has to offer.  This core course acquaints students with personal finance, communications, 
technology, management, marketing, law, economics, insurance entrepreneurship, and business careers. 

 
BU 101 - INTRO TO MARKETING 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Introduction to Business 
 
Marketing is an introductory course to the global environment of business and marketing. This two-semester 
course will explore careers within the global arena, create an appreciation for marketing techniques for 
different cultures, and foster an understanding of the unique ways of conducting business around the world.  
Consider Marketing Design Studio (Fine Arts) course to supplement Intro to Marketing. 

 
FA 577 - MARKETING DESIGN  

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Art 1; recommended Int Art-Drawing 2D or 3D; instructor recommendation 
 

Marketing Design Studio is a year-long course that focuses on the practical nature of art in a variety of functions 
in the broader culture and corporate strategy. Most of the projects focus on branding and creative work in the 
context of business. Projects will include: logo design and brand development, product design, collateral 
materials design, web design, interior design, fashion design, the art of social change, set design, book design 
and food design. 

 
MA 301 - BUSINESS MATH 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This course provides complete coverage of practical business applications of math organized in a logical 
manner. This course enables the student to gain financial control of their life by introducing a broad range of 
material relevant conducting their personal financial affairs. The ultimate goal is to enable the student to 
become financially independent and be prepared to leave home and go to a university. 
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Computer Science 

 
  CT 701 - COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  

Credits:  0.5  Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 
The Computer Applications class instructs students on  how computers work and how they are used in society. 
Students will get hands-on experience in the following topics: application software and the World Wide Web, 
computer components in the system unit, input, output, storage, Internet, operating systems and utility 
programs, communications and networks, databases and information management, information systems 
development, program development and languages, multimedia, security, privacy and ethics. 

 
  CT 702 - DIGITIAL MEDIA 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 
Digital Media introduces students to a variety of digital tools for use in fields such as website design, graphic 
design, and interactive design.  Students will learn to use various software packages relevant to digital design 
while using Web 2.0 tools to compose collaborative design projects.  Topics covered in this course include photo 
editing, template creation, vector graphic design, website design, and animation design. 
 

 
CT 703 - FOUNDATIONS OF WEB DESIGN & PROGRAMMING 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Computer Applications and Digital Media either in prior or present year 
 

1st Quarter: Introducing programming concepts such as writing algorithms and using loops 
  2nd Quarter: Introduction to Web Design using Dreamweaver and Adobe Creative Suite 
 
 

CT 707 - ROBOTICS ENGINEERING 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 1; class limited to 10 stuudents 
 

CT 708 - ROBOTICS ENGINEERING 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  10-12 

 

Prerequisite(s):  Algebra 1; class limited to 10 stuudents 
 

Robotics Engineering is about learning robot mechanisms, dynamic, intelligent controls with different types of 
sensors, the principles of programming, physical science, and mathematics. LEGO MINDSTORMS Education EV3 
Core Set (45544) robotics development kit will be the learning tool. This course will teach you how to write 
programs for LEGO MINDSTORMS EV3 robots. The EV3 software is a powerful tool, and this course will teach 
you how to get the most out of it as you acquire the programming skills necessary to create your own programs. 
Two students will work as a team to design and construct working robotic systems in group-based projects. 
Robot movements and programming challenges will be given in each lesson. Projects and a final challenge will 
be run in a competition mode. 
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CT 706 - 3D DIGITAL ANIMATION 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Computer Applications and Digital Media 
 

The course is a series of project-based lessons designed to guide students through the process of creating and 
generating 3D digital models and animations.  This course introduces students to fundamental concepts, 
principles, and practices of 3D digital modeling and animation. Students are given instruction in 3D modeling 
and animation techniques including: production of geometric and organic surfaces and forms using NURBS, 
polygon construction, sub-divisional surfaces, texture mapping, adding visual effects and rendering. 

 
 

CT 710 - AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A (Programming) 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Comp Apps & Digital Media (done/concurrent); Algebra 2; Pre-Calculus (done/concurrent) 
 
AP Computer Science A introduces fundamental topics such as problem-solving (imperative view and 
objective-oriented), data structures (organization of data), algorithms (approaches to process data), and 
ethical issues of computing.  The course focuses on problem-solving and the use of Java programming 
language.  Students will learn Java and use the language while working on exercises and designing solutions.  
This course contains over 50 hours of structured lab experience to engage students in individual and group-
designed projects. 
 

 
CT 711 – AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Computer Apps & Digital Media (done or concurrent); Algebra 1; Algebra 2 (preferred) 
 
In order to broaden participation in computer science, a multidisciplinary approach is used for learning the 
underlying principles of computation. The disciplines included in the course are the creative aspects of 
programming (creativity), abstractions, information and large data sets, algorithms, the Internet, cybersecurity 
concerns, and the global impacts of computing. Students will be introduced to the central ideas of computer 
science and then students need to develop the computational thinking viral for success across the multiple 
disciplines. The course also provides the opportunity to use current technologies to create computational 
artifacts for both self-expression and problem solving. Python and Java programming languages will be used in 
the course. If students would like to know more details about the course, please read the AP Computer Science 
Principles Course and Exam Description at https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap- 
computer-science-principles-course-and-exam-description.pdf 
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Fine Arts 
 

FA 503 - THEATRE ARTS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This course will focus on various aspects of drama and stage production. Students will be required to participate and 
perform  in  various  types  of  dramatic  presentations:  monologue,  reader’s  theatre,  improvisation,  and  stage 
performance. This course will also survey various aspects of stage direction and production. The students in this class 
will be utilized in the acting and production of the Fall and Spring play and musical.  
 

 
FA 516 - BEGINNER TECH  

Credits:  1 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This course will focus on the technical aspect of theatre. Students will be required to manage, design and build sets, 
props, etc. Students will also be responsible for working in the background for the rehearsals and productions. Please 
note the additional time requirement after school hours during select weeks, especially before school productions. 
 

 
FA 517 - INTERMEDIATE TECH  

Credits:  1 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Beginner Tech Theatre 
 

Intermediate Tech will continue to focus on the technical aspect of theatre. Students will be required to manage, 
design and build sets, props, etc. Students will also be responsible for working in the background for the rehearsals 
and productions. Please note the additional time requirement after school hours during select weeks, especially before 
school productions. 
 

 
FA 518-519 - ADVANCED TECH  

Credits:  1 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Intermediate Tech Theatre 
 

Advanced Tech Theatre is available to students who want to audition for either Prodcution Coordinator or Stage 
Manager positions.  Instructor approval allows students to enroll in an advanced tech course.  Please note the 
additional time requirement after school hours during select weeks, especially before school productions 
 

 

FA 505 - HS BAND 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Must be able to read music on a staff; minimum two years of instrumental experience; 
audition and/or instructor approval 

 
Students will continue their musical journey by exploring harmonies and music that is technically 
challenging.  Students are exposed to various styles of music including, but not limited to Jazz, Popular, 
Concert, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 20th Century music.  Music history, theory, transposition, 
conducting, arranging, and improvisation are also part of the curriculum.  Students perform in a minimum of 
two concerts per year, one at Christmas, and at the end of the school year.  Students also provide music for 
the high school musical, support athletics with a pep band, play Christmas carols, and perform in the solo & 
ensemble recital. 
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FA 509 - HS STRINGS 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Must be able to read music on a staff; minimum two years of instrumental experience; 
audition and/or instructor approval 

 
Students will further their musical education by exploring music that is technically, harmonically, and 
rhythmically challenging.  Students will be exposed to various styles of music from the orchestral repertoire 
including but not limited to baroque, classical, romantic, and 20th century.  Music theory, history, arranging, 
sight-reading, chamber music, and solo repertoire are also included in the curriculum.  Throughout the year 
students will perform in two large ensemble concerts, the high school musical, the solo and ensemble recital, 
and a large group festival with other international schools.  Students also have opportunities to provide 
background music for various events at school. 
 
FA 504 - ONE VOICE HS CHOIR 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None; this course can be repeated 
 
This class is a mixed ensemble that combines the movement of dance and singing to perform literature from 
various selected eras of musical history. Through this course, students will develop greater musicianship, proper 
use of breath support, phrasing, interpretation, postures, stage presence, and the other important musical 
disciplines. In this class, students will study and perform vocal music in the Jazz, Pop, and Swing styles to name a 
few. Students will learn the art of movement and dance as well as the enhancement of the vocal rendition of 
various works. This class is appropriate for all abilities and is a fantastic way to step into the art of music!  This is a 
performance-based class.  Participation in concert performances outside of regular class day is required.  

 
FA 507 - AP MUSIC THEORY 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Ability to read music; instructor approval; see AP Enrollment section 
 
During the yearlong course students will develop the ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic 
materials and processes of the common practice era that are heard or presented in a score in various musical 
genres.  This will be achieved through development of aural skills, sight-singing skills, written skills, compositional 
skills, and analytical skills through listening, performance, written, creative, and analytical exercises.  Topics 
covered include: intervals, triads, seventh chords, scales, modes, cadences, texture, phrase structure, melodic 
organization, form, harmonic function, figured bass, voice-leading, and Roman numeral analysis. 
 

FA 501 - HS ART 1 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This one-semester course introduces students to the world of the visual arts. Students explore two dimensional 
media focusing on the elements and principles of design, through different mediums such as pencils, charcoal, 
water color paint, and acrylic paint, and the proper techniques for using each medium. Students will gain an art 
related vocabulary and learn how to critique the art created in a group setting the visual arts. 
 
FA 520 - INTERMEDIATE ART-DRAWING 
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Art 1 or Advanced Art 8 

 
This course is designed for students who desire to further explore the world of the visual arts. Students explore 
two dimensional media focusing on mark making while continuing to incorporate the elements and principles of 
design. Class time will be used to further study different mediums such as pencils, charcoal, water color paint, 
and acrylic paint. Special emphasis placed on drawing from observation. Students gain extensive art related 
vocabulary to effectively communicate about the visual arts. Students evaluation via classroom critique. 
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FA 521 - INTERMEDIATE ART-2D DESIGN 
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Art 1 or Advanced Art 8 

 
The Intermediate Art 2D Design course is a semester long course designed for students who desire to further 
explore the world of the visual arts. The students will explore two dimensional media focusing on composition 
while continuing to incorporate the elements and principles of design. The class time will be used to further 
study different mediums such as pencils, charcoal, water color paint, and acrylic paint, but will also incorporate 
other mediums such as digital images, printmaking and photography. Special emphasis will be placed on the use 
of space within the design. Students will gain a more extensive art related vocabulary and evaluate each other’s 
work through classroom critiques. 

 
FA 522 - INTERMEDIATE ART-3D DESIGN 
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Art 1 or Advanced Art 8 

 
The Intermediate Art 3D Design course is a semester long course designed for students who desire to further 
explore the world of the visual arts. The students will explore three dimensional media focusing on form while 
continuing to incorporate the elements and principles of design. The class time will be used to explore several 
types of 3D designs including but not limited to additive sculpture, subtractive sculpture, and found objects. 
Special emphasis will be placed on the use of form within the design. Students will gain a more extensive art 
related vocabulary and evaluate each other’s work through classroom critiques. 

 
FA 577 - MARKETING DESIGN  

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Art 1; recommended Int Art-Drawing 2D or 3D 
 
Marketing Design Studio is a year-long course that focuses on the practical nature of art in a variety of functions 
in the broader culture and corporate strategy. Most of the projects focus on branding and creative work in the 
context of business. Projects will include: logo design and brand development, product design, collateral 
materials design, web design, interior design, fashion design, the art of social change, set design, book design and 
food design. 

 
FA 523 - AP STUDIO ART 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  2 Intermediate Art courses or 1 Intermediate Art course and Marketing Design Studio; 
instructor recommendation; see AP section 

 
The AP Studio Art course is a yearlong course designed for students who desire to extensively explore the 
world of the visual arts and possibly pursue and art related degree. There are three different areas of study: 
Drawing, 2D Design, and 3D Design.  
 

All students will be required to submit a portfolio toward the beginning of the 4
th 

semester in one of the three 
areas mentioned above. The portfolios share a basic, three-section structure, which requires the student to 
show a fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual concerns (and methods). Each of the 
portfolios asks the student to demonstrate a depth of investigation and process of discovery through the 
Concentration section. In the Breadth section, the student is asked to demonstrate a serious grounding in 
visual principles and material techniques. The Quality section permits the student to select the works that 
best exhibit a synthesis of form, technique, and content. The portfolio may include work done over a single 
year or longer, in class or independently. If you submit work that makes use of photographs, published 
images, and/or other artists' works, student must show substantial and significant development beyond 
duplication. 
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Foreign Language 
 

FL 601 - SPANISH 1 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

Spanish 1 is a fun and entertaining introductory course. It represents the study of a popular foreign language to high 
school student using stories and hand motions. The course emphasizes the learning of vocabulary in context. 
Students will be able to both understand the vocabulary spoken to them and to verbally express themselves in 
sentences using the vocabulary learned in class.  Grammar structures will be taught as students recognize 
grammatical patterns.  Reading and writing will be introduced the second semester. 
 
FL 602 - SPANISH 2 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Spanish 8 or Spanish 1; grade of 70 or higher in 4
th

 quarter; instructor recommendation 
 

Spanish 2 is a follow-up course to Spanish 1. The learning of vocabulary in context is still emphasized. Students 
are expected to master the present, preterit, imperfect, future and perfect tenses. The subjunctive mood will 
be introduced. Students will have weekly reading and writing assignments. 

 
FL 603 - HONORS SPANISH 3 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Spanish 2; grade of 70 or higher in 4
th

 quarter; instructor recommendation 
 

Honors Spanish 3 is a follow-up course to Spanish 2. The students will continue to learn new vocabulary in 
context but greater emphasis will be given to both reading and writing. Students are expected to master the 
preterit, imperfect, and the conditional tenses along with the subjunctive mood. 

 

FL 604 - AP SPANISH 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Honors Spanish 3; instructor recommendation; see AP Enrollment section 

 
AP Spanish is a follow-up course to Spanish 3. The students will continue to learn new vocabulary in context 
but greater emphasis will be given to both reading and writing. Excerpts from literary works of classic authors 
are studied with discussions based on ideas, style, and cultural concepts from the Middle Ages through the 
twentieth century. Most discussions are held in the target language, and composition is an integral part of the 
course. Advanced grammar structures would periodically be reviewed as needed. Students may receive college 
credit if they successfully pass the AP exam. 

 
FL 411 - THAI LANGUAGE FOR INT’L – SPEAKING  

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Internationals only; acceptance based on spring assessment; instructor approval 
 

Students will begin to learn basic Thai language conversational skills, study the Thai alphabet and practice 
reading simple words and sentences. Students will practice listening and interpreting the Thai language. 

 
FL 412 - THAI LANGUAGE FOR INT’L – WRITING  

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Thai Language for Internationals-Speaking; instructor approval; internationals only  
 

This is a continuation of the Thai Language for International - Speaking class. Students will continue to build 
their Thai vocabulary by speaking, writing and practice reading simple stories in the Thai language. 
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FL 621 - MANDARIN 1 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
       

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This introductory course exposes students to the Mandarin language through speaking, vocabulary, writing, etc 
 

FL 622 - MANDARIN 2 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Mandarin 8 or Mandarin 1 
 

This continuation of the introductory course exposes students to the Mandarin language through speaking, 
vocabulary, writing, etc. 

 

FL 623 - HONORS MANDARIN 3 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 

Prerequisite(s):  Mandarin 2 
 

This advanced level course exposes students to the Mandarin language through speaking, vocabulary, writing.  
Students are graded using an Honors Scale. 

    

FL 626 - HONORS MANDARIN 4 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Honors Mandarin 3; instructor recommendation 
 

This is the advanced level course in Mandarin Chinese is an extension of Honors Mandarin 3; it is taught at a 
faster rate and covers more material.  Students are graded using an Honors Scale. 
 
 

FL 631 - FRENCH 1 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

This introductory course exposes students to the French language through speaking, vocabulary, writing, etc. 
 

FL 632 - FRENCH 2 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  French 8 or French 1; grade of 70 or higher in 4
th

 quarter; instructor recommendation 
 

This is a continuation of the introductory course in French. Students will be exposed to the French language 
through speaking, vocabulary, writing, etc. 
 

FL 632 - HONORS FRENCH 3 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  French 2; grade of 70 or higher in 4
th

 quarter; instructor recommendation 
 

This is the advanced level course in French. Students will be exposed to the French language through speaking, 
vocabulary, writing, etc and be graded using an Honors Scale. 
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Miscellaneous Electives 

 
GU 904 - COLLEGE/CAREER PREP ONLINE 

Credits:  1.0 possible Number of Semesters:  1 (each year) Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  None 
 

There are four parts to the CPO program: CP9-CP12.  Students can earn 0.25 course credit for each part (1.0 
course credit total) while grades are calculated into the overall GPA for the respective year.  Career Prep 
Online will appear on report cards and transcripts for CP9 and CP10, while College Prep Online will appear for 
CP11 and CP12.  Students are automatically enrolled in CPO every year in high school with the option of 
dropping the course if they do not want it listed on their report card and transcript. 
  
All four stages of this program prepare students for entrance into the world of college and career using a 
computer connected to the internet: discovering personal ability, suitability and research into careers in CP9-
10 and applicable majors/colleges, the college application process then transitioning to college in CP11-12.  
 

  MC 403 - ENGLISH LAB 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Students on Academic Probation or instuctor referral 
 

Students will focus on building basic writing including grammar, structure and content.  Students will also 
focus on building reading comprehension and vocabulary skills.  This class will be a support lab required in 
addition to the student’s English class. 

 
MC 404 - MATH LAB 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Students on Academic Probation or instuctor referral 
 

Students will focus on building basic math skills, math fluency and understanding of general math concepts.  
Students will follow a program tailored to their specific needs.  This class will be taken in addition to the 
student’s Math class. 

 

MC 405 - INTENSIVE STUDIES 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Students on Academic Probation or instuctor referral 
 

Intensive Studies is an opportunity for students to study and work on assignments during the school day.  The 
student will work closely with the Learning Support instructor.  Attendance is required. 

 

MC 408 - TEACHER/OFFICE AIDE 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  9-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Counselor approval 
 

This course gives students opportunity to develop character and work skills such as serving, word processing, 
creating, copying, taking inventory, and assisting the classroom teachers with students. This course can 
be taken more than once for credit towards the elective requirements. 

 
MC 901 - YEARBOOK 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10-12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Computer Applications and Digital Media; instructor recommendation; limited class size 
 

In this course, students will create a yearbook that includes the entire school. They will develop skills 
involving photography, graphic design, book and ad sales, writing and editing copy, and often leadership. 
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FL 614 - THAI LANGUAGE 1 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  9 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Thai Nationals required to take a Thai class 
 

In this course the students will be taught to listen, speak, read and write by listening to the various kinds of 
messages and stories. They will learn to speak and expound in public places, in various occasions and in any 
discussions. They will also learn to recite both prose and poem, read the various kinds of literatures, and recite 
favorite poems. Furthermore the student will learn to write many forms of reports, tell stories, write essays, 
summarize articles, write business letters, write unsealed letters for mass media, write telegraphs, make 
announcements, write invitation letters, interpret poems, and compose literary work. The studen t will learn 
about grammar, word grouping, word structure, and complicated sentences. Also they will learn how to 
distinguish Thai words and words whose roots come from other languages and the royal language. They will 
learn how to spell words correctly in order to read and listen critically. They will learn to express insightful 
comments and analyze stories reasonably. They will learn how to speak and write clearly, correctly and 
appropriately. They will learn how to express themselves creatively both in speaking and writing. 

 
FL 616 - THAI LANGUAGE 2 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  10 

 

Prerequisite(s):  Thai Nationals required to take a Thai class 
 

The students will learn to listen, speak, read and write by listening to the various stories and the news from 
both people and the media. Also the students will learn how to speak interpersonally and to speak in groups at 
both formal and informal events. The student will read non-fiction and fiction in the form of both prose and 
poem, and describe or summarize stories in many forms for the purpose of understanding the substance by 
using Thai language speedily and fluently. Furthermore the students will learn how to distinguish facts from 
comments and utilize the Thai language appropriately. The students will express the comments about the 
stories and use language politely and in the proper situations. The students will gain an appreciation for the 
value and the beauty of Thai language. 

 
FL 618 - THAI LANGUAGE 3 
Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  11 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Thai Nationals required to take a Thai class 

 

In this course the students will learn to listen, speak, read and write in various forms of complicated articles 
with emphasis on analyzing the substance and using the Thai language in the compact, clear and proper way. 
The students will learn how to use critical language reasonably, effectively, politely and appropriately in all 
situations. The students should appreciate the value and the beauty of Thai language. 

 
  FL 620 - THAI LANGUAGE 4 

Credits:  1.0 Number of Semesters:  2 Grade Level:  12 
 

Prerequisite(s):  Thai Nationals required to take a Thai class 
 

In this course the students will learn to listen, speak, read and write in various patterns that are much more 
complicated and emphasize conciseness with well-arranged language that carries the meaningful thought. The 
students can choose words or idioms properly with the substance and thought, using language politely and 
properly. The students should appreciate the value and the beauty of Thai language. 
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Physical Education-Health 
 

PE 802 - PE-HEALTH  A  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (First
 
Semester) Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  None; course can be repeated 

 
This is an introduction to physical fitness and is a c ourse that can be repeated. Sports covered typically include 
volleyball, basketball, American football, rugby and fitness. This course gives the students a general knowledge of 
health in society today. Topics to be covered are mental health, stress, first aid, nutrition, family life and 
relationships. 

 
PE 812 - PE-HEALTH  B  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  9-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  None; course can be repeated 

 
This is an introduction to physical fitness and is a course that can be repeated. Sports covered typically include 
softball, soccer, badminton, swimming and volleyball. This course gives the students a general knowledge of 
health in society today. Topics to be covered are mental health, stress, first aid, nutrition, family life and 
relationships. 

 
PE 811 - PERSONAL FITNESS 
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (First

 
and/or Second)  Grade Level:  10-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  PE-Health A or B; limited class size 
 

This course is personal fitness for the purpose of helping to develop student athletes. Weight training will 
increase the student’s muscular strength, cardio-respiratory endurance, flexibility, body composition, and 
muscular endurance. Through the use of weight training almost all students will develop agility, balance, a 
better self image, goal setting techniques as well as obtain nutritional information for developing a healthy 
lifestyle. Strength training is accomplished through 25 to 35 minutes of low or high intensity exercises on a 
variety of weight machines and free weights. Cardio-endurance moves are executed on the step benches, 
slide, jump ropes, ply metrics, or weight room floor. Flexibility and training the way one wants the body to 
change is accomplished through calisthenics, power bands, step benches, and stretching exercises. 

 
PE 815 - ADVANCED PE  A  
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (First

 
Semester) Grade Level:  10-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  PE-Health A or B or participation on JV or Varsity team; instructor recommendation 
 

This semester course will focus on Two Sports: Soccer and Basketball. We will delve into the history of the 

sports and into development of the skills needed in each sport. Time will be spent on skill development and 

refinement and in learning different systems of play for the sport. Instructor recommendation is required to 
enter the course as it will also be physically demanding as many elements of fitness training will be 
incorporated. Benefits: Advanced skill development, fitness and learning strategies of the game. 

 
PE 816 - ADVANCED PE  B  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  10-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  PE-Health A or B or participation on JV or Varsity team; instructor recommendation 
 
 

This semester course will focus on Two Sports: Softball and Volleyball. We will delve into the history of the 

sports and into development of the skills needed in each sport. Time will be spent on skill development and 

refinement and in learning different systems of play for the sport. Instructor recommendation is required to 
enter the course as it will also be physically demanding as many elements of fitness training will be 
incorporated. Benefits: Advanced skill development, fitness and learning strategies of the game. 
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PE 817 - LIFEGUARDING 
Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1 Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Basic swimming skills; instructor recommendation; seniors given priority 
 

The purpose of the American Red Cross Lifeguarding course is to provide entry-level lifeguard participants 
with the knowledge and skills to prevent, recognize and respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide care 
for breathing and cardiac emergencies, injuries and sudden illnesses until emergency medical services 
(EMS) personnel take over.  At the end of the course students will receive certification in Lifeguarding, CPR, 
and First Aid. 
 
 

Religious Studies 
 

SS 410 - JUDEO-CHRISTIAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE 1  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (First
 
Semester) Grade Level:  10-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  None 

 
The first part of this course surveys the history of Judaism leading up to the birth of Christ. Using the New 
International Version (NIV) of the Old Testament, we explore how God chose and related to the Jewish people, 
and discuss what bearing they have on us today. 

 
SS 420 - JUDEO-CHRISTIAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE 2  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  10-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  JCHL 1 

 
The second semester of JCHL surveys the history of Christianity beginning with the 400 years of silence 
leading to the birth of Jesus on though the writings of his disciples. We will review how Jesus fulfilled the law 
and prophecies of the Old Testament. Using the New Testament, we will examine the person, the words and 
the works of Jesus and discuss what bearing and impact they have on us today. 

 
SS 409 - PHILOSOPHY AND WORLDVIEW  

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (First
 
Semester) Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  JCHL 1 and JCHL 2 

 
Philosophy & Worldv iew will challenge students as they examine philosophical questions of epistemology, 
ethics, logic, cosmology, ontology and theology.  The course will address the student’s understanding of truth 
and metaphysical reality.  Students will examine various philosophies, analyze them and begin to formulate 
their own philosophy regarding the deeper questions about life. 
 
SS 415 - WORLD RELIGIONS 

Credits:  0.5 Number of Semesters:  1  (Second
 
Semester) Grade Level:  11-12 

 
Prerequisite(s):  Philosophy and Worldview 

 
This course will serve as a comparative introduction to the primary world religions including Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Sikhism.  Students will examine each religion’s primary teachings 
and their worldview as they relate to the modern world. 
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